Dear Parents,

After reflecting on the last 6 weeks | can say It has been a very eventful term. We’ve had four timetables,
four cases of COVID, blended learning, Pink Day, Award Assemblies, Career day, taster ECA’s, CAT4
testing, three professional development Saturdays for teachers, virtual coffee mornings, primary parents
evening and end of term exams.

We are very proud of our students, whom under challenging circumstances, have settled into school life.
Our drive to be outstanding, to ensure we meet all our student needs, remain our priority. Our students have
shown a high degree of respect and responsibility — and as a staff, we respect this attitude.

Through coffee mornings, reports, virtual information sessions and the start of the PTA, we have started a
journey to ensure our communication is clear and timely. We hope you have seen improvements since 1st
September. On this note, we are currently moving to a new management information system (ISAMS),
which will support even better communication.

Due to this move to ISAMs, for this term only, the End of Term 1 Report will be available to collect as a
paper copy (taking all COVID precautions) between 8.15am and 2.00pm 21st and 22nd December, from
GYM . Our staff will be there to assist you. The aim from Term 2, will be to send reports electronically. If
you cannot pick your child’s report up between 21ST h and 22nd December, please be assured, the report
will go home with your child on January 3rd.

Some brief news, we are very excited to be opening a new branch of Pearling Season International School,
Al Gharafa. The campus is new, modern and well equipped. We will be recruiting for a new team over the
next three months. We will keep you up to date with developments.

We have a new member of staff joining us, Ms Iqraa, she will be 6P’s new class teacher. Ms Iqraa joins us
from the UK with a wealth of curriculum experience. We would like to say a huge thank you, to Ms
Corlette, who has been working with the class over the past 6 weeks.

Term 2 begins January 3rd. On our return, we are looking forward to establishing the changes we have made
to our curriculum, assessment and teaching. It is an exciting time at PSIS and we feel the planning, which
has taken place in Primary, Secondary and ALN is starting to come to fruition. Great cultures, where there is
a real sense of ownership and responsibility takes time to build. But we are committed to achieving this
goal.

On behalf of all our staff at PSIS, we wish you a restful holiday.

Kind regards
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PRIMARY NEWSLETTER Issue Date: December 16, 2020

Dear Parents,

It's been a phenomenal Autumn term in Primary and Early Years, and we are so proud of what the children
have already accomplished this term with blended learning.

Some of our highlights include: Reception traveling around the world with Barney Bear- learning about
different cultures and countries. Pre-Schoolers have learnt to sharpen their number recognition through
thematic learning with Owl Babies.

We have also had Year 1, think like biologists through classifying and grouping animals and think critically
about specifications. Our Year 2 have enjoyed learning about money and currencies of other nationalities.
Building key skills of purchasing and giving change through role-playing shop assistance and customers -
drawing on their contextual understanding.

Year 3 have been fantastic paleontologists this term and have enjoyed researching different fossils and getting
their hands dirty with clay by creating their own!

Our Year 4 turned into great Poets, adding figurative language in their poems and devising their own verses.
We had some amazing fitness instructors in Year 5, demonstrating great knowledge and understanding on how
to stay fit and healthy, and historians in Year 6 had great fun learning about ancient civilization and learning
about their past.

Photos of some of the activities can be found below in this newsletter. Please ensure to check some of the
amazing work produced by the children.

Blended Learning:

| would like to inform all Parents that we will still continue Blended learning in the New Year, until further
guidance provided by the Ministry. Teachers will continue to teach ‘Live’ lessons on days scheduled for online
learning and will upload presentations on Teams for children to access.

School Timings:
Our EYFS and Primary school Timing will resume back to normal school hours of 7.10am to 12.30am for Pre-
School and Reception and 7.10am to 1.05am for Primary.

Parents Consultation:

Thank you for your promptness in signing up for Parents’ consultation slots this term. It is a great shame that we
could not see you all face-to-face. We have taken all your feedback into consideration and aim to provide a
longer time slot on the next occasion - which will give you an opportunity to talk and discuss any further
concerns.

| also aim to hold another Q&A session in the new year, further to parental request from the previous session.

First day back
We expect to resume school on Sunday 3rd January 2021. Please see the school website for a copy of the

term dates for the full year. Thank you.
I wish you all a happy and restful winter break.

Chameli Ahmed
Head of Primary
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EYFS & Primary school - Attendance & Punctuality

From next month, we will be
announcing winning classes for
attendance and punctuality across EYFS
and Primary.

Attendance and punctuality is highly
important for your child as they are
more likely to succeed in academics
when they attend school consistently.
The class with the highest attendance
will celebrate with an attendance cup,
which they will proudly keep in class,

for the rest of the week.
B

a

Upcoming Events for next term — Dates will be

EYFS, KS1 and KS2 for this week Only

Reception S — 88%
Year 1S - 89%

Year 3P — 100%

U
DONE!

informed nearer to time.

e Early Years - Virtual coffee morning.

e Follow up Q & A session with Primary Parents.

e Stay and Play event organised by the Early years team.

e Launch of Read, Write Inc (Current ‘Best Practice’ Phonics scheme

in the UK and Internationally).
e Launch of Colorful semantics — for the development of Oracy

skills.

e Launch of Mental Math and new Calculation Policy for Reception

to Year 6.
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Pre-School

This first term Preschoolers have learnt to count, recognize, and match numbers 1-5. Learning through play is our most

useful resource, we create a learning environment that supports and encourages and helps children to enhance their
memory by retelling stories.
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Reception Class

We have been learning about ALL AROUND THE WORLD. We have visited Africa, China and London. We are also making sentences
using | see and | can see. We have been counting and identifying number to 10 and beyond.
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Year1

Becoming confident at sorting and classifying animals in Year 1 can feel like trying to tame a lion, but it does
not have to be hard to bear. Our learners have been thinking like scientists by exploring different animals,
their characteristics and looking at different ways animals can be grouped, through the use of technology and

materials.
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Year 2
Year 2 have enjoyed learning the value of a new currency. Students have been using money to work out
different amounts. Children also had the opportunity to role play using money to explore different ways to
find the total amounts.
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Year 3

Year 3 have thoroughly enjoyed our topic on Rocks and Soils, they have completed many investigations and learnt
about how fossils are formed and the different types of fossils that can be made. Here are a few of the completed
fossils that students created!
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Year 4

Our Year 4 enjoyed writing about Poems about animals. They have worked hard to plan and structure
poems using figurative language. These are poems about the animals in a zoo.
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Year 5

Our Science topic for this term was Digestion. We linked our Science with our Topic subject (Fit for Life).
Throughout the course of the topic, children have developed a strong understanding on how the digestive
system works and how to stay healthy for a better lifestyle.

Making learning fun, children experimented with different items to create the perfect digestive system
which depicted the food journey from the time it enters our mouth. To end our topic for the term, children
arranged an assembly to share their knowledge and understanding with other children.
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Year 6

This term, Year 6 have been learning about how to extend simple sentences into complex sentences using a
subordinate clause. Year 6 have also researched how ancient civilizations have influenced the way we live today.
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ALN NEWSLETTER Issue Date: December 16, 2020

Dear Parents,

As the first term of 2020 draws is to a close and we approach the Qatar National Day, | want to thank each
and every one of you. Firstly, for choosing Pearling Season School and secondly for trusting us with your
child’s education and finally for all the support that you have given us as teachers. | also want to thank
every child for all the warmth, memories and the learning that we have shared over the term.

It has been a busy and challenging few months with establishing a new organizational structure and
program in ALN Department with clear aims and vision for the future. Despite these unprecedented times
due to Covid19 restrictions, we accomplished the following:

During 50% attendance, we overcame difficulties experienced in the previous Academic school year by
preparing student packages for home-based learning with a great effort of ALN Support Staff and good
teachers-parents communication. In the beginning, we started with 2 classes, 4 groups and only 2 teachers,
while in January we are going to launch 4 classes with 3 new teachers joining our ALN team and with 100%
student attendance.

Our assessments of all learning areas in ALN curriculum were completed and teachers have compiled well-
written and extensive IEP documents, tailored to meet each child’s needs. During this term, we kept our
department door open over the course for any concerns and feedback. On two occasions we had parent
conferences where we met individually each parent. In September it was an introductory meeting and
recently we gave each parent a chance to meet his child’s IEP team and get a thorough overview of the
child’s Individual Educational Plan.

Moreover, the exclusive ALN curriculum has been developed to ensure better scaffolding steps in our
students learning objectives, including all Development Matters and Specific Learning Areas in line with
National British Curriculum. We are looking forward to implementing it through an interactive teaching
approach where all learning areas of ALN curriculum will be scheduled in a new timetable, starting January
the 3", 7.10 am to 12.30 am.

Soon, our outdoor area will be fenced, and we are slowly receiving our resources ordered from the
overseas suppliers for the Gross-motor and Sensory room. At least, in the new year, both rooms will be
functional, and we can start utilizing it in implementing our program.

We can’t always “be the best”, but we can always “do our best” and | hope the children understand this and
take it away with them. We are so proud of each one. We succeeded in the first term victory of hopefully
many more to come!

Have a safe and enjoyable holiday.

Kind regards,

Elena Swaters
Head of ALN Department
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PLAYERS
Mr. Wil
Requejo
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Congratulations...
keep up the good work!
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As a special education teacher, |
believe that every child is an artist,
and with art they can express
themselves and their feelings.

Ms.Hiyam Rabie
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RESCUERS CLASS
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k/ekome to our class’s newsletter! We had so much
fun this semester. These are photos of’ us while doing
_.;_',so man int,esr‘at.ed educational activities like painting
‘-:with salt, balloons, bubble wrap and so much more. /
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See you next semester with

& many more excit,ing |eornin3
it opportunit.ies!
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SECONDARY NESLETTER ISSUE DATE: December 16, 2020

Dear Parents

Now, as we reach the end of our first term, itis time to look back at what we have attained. We are
extremely happy and proud of our students’ accomplishments especially that we have been facing many
challenges from the beginning of the year.

Inour final assembly we celebrated the achievement of our students. These school event
provide an opportunity to recognize the high-profile examples of student achievements. However, it is also
important that our students reflect on this term and identify the smaller incremental steps they have made
as they have been working to improve themselves.

Growing and developing as a learner, and a person, requires overcoming a desire to do what is easy and
not being overwhelmed by fear of failure. It necessitates courage, resilience, and fortitude. Aspiring for
excellence is about fearlessly seeking and addressing weaknesses, it is about making the right choices
based on integrity, care, and respect. The end of this term provides the perfect opportunity to take the
time to look back at when we have done this and feel proud, as individuals and a community. These are
our Core values that we believe, and we are guiding our students through. Please look out for an email
from the Head of Pastoral, Mrs. Rebecca.

Qatar National Day:

On the 16th of December, the whole school has celebrated Qatar National Day. Students have spent
couple of days decorating their classrooms and corridors. The atmosphere was filled of joy, overwhelmed
with love, and cheered by sense of patriotism towards the loving country Qatar. Please look out for an
email from the Head of Pastoral, Mrs. Rebecca.

Assessment and Mock Examinations:

With our first term ending we are as well compiling our final academic reports of the year. Reports will be
shared with parents by next week, they provide summary information to support a conversation with your
child about their learning. Please take the time to ask them about what is going well, what they have found
difficult and what steps they are taking to address their weaknesses.

It is very crucial to check your kids’ achievements and compare it to their target grade which is based on
their CAT4 results. Teachers, Head of Departments and Head of Academics will be conducting meetings
after Winter break to analyze Term 1 data and will have an action plan in place to support the students
who didn’t reach their target yet as well as identifying the gifted and talented students to be more
challenged during their lessons.
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Mock examinations are an important element in preparing students for two reasons. Firstly, the physical
environment and formal structures that secure the rigor of examinations are intimidating and can lead to
increased anxiety in learners. Frequent exposure and, hence, familiarity are one way we can help students
ensure they are relaxed and able to demonstrate what they are capable of. Formal mock examinations are
our final way of doing this. Secondly, and more importantly they are the most powerful and accurate
diagnostic tool for our students to gauge their understanding of the skills and knowledge within their
courses. These examinations will allow them to identify what they do and don’t know and, hence, in
collaboration with their teachers, direct further learning and target weaknesses. It is through this
increased familiarity and specific and efficient subject preparation that we can ensure our students are as
well-prepared as possible for their final examinations. Year 11 and 12 students will be sitting for second
mock exams in Term 2 to check their progress and readiness for external exams.

Parental Engagement and Communication

As a school we continue to work on our communication channels and information for parents. After the
Winter Break all Secondary parents will receive information regarding how to access our online parent
platform. Please look out for an email containing all this information next week.

Upcoming events

1. Year 9,11 and 12 Options Evening

As a school it is our responsibility to ensure our students make informed choices about their academic
study. Based on our professional experience we look to ensure students make the choices most likely to
lead them to success and a route to life beyond school. Please look out for an email containing all this
information next week.

Should you have any specific concerns regarding your child's report please do not hesitate to contact us. In
this first instance please contact your child's form tutor.

2. International Day

International Day take place on March 11" 2021. During this event, each class/form group will investigate
and take part in activities related to a country. The activities will commence three weeks before the event,
so that children may research about the country and prepare props and a relevant costume. On the day
itself, students will take learn about all of the different countries represented by the classes and take part in
cultural activities. Further details will follow and will be steered by guidance from the MoE in the context of
the COIVD.

3. Spelling Bee, World Book Day and Poetry Slam

The spelling bee will be a chance for KS3 students to show off their supreme spelling skills and compete for
the title of spelling champion (and possibly some nifty prizes, too!)

World Book Day (4" March)

On this day, students (and staff!) will have the chance to come dressed as their favourite fictional character
or author. There will also be projects leading up to the main day — another set of prizes up for grabs here.
Poetry Slam

Despite the title, there will be no violence here! But, there will be a dazzling range of rhymes on display and
students will put on their very best poetry performances with a chance to win some prizes. The emphasis
here is on the art of performance and what better way to do it than with some poetry.

Matthew
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4. MUN (Model United Nation)

Dorothy

Model united nation is an educational simulation and academic activity in which students can learn about
diplomacy, international relations, and the United Nations. We will be participating in our first virtual
national conference on the 22" and 23" of January. This conference is hosted by Doha College.

5. PiDay
Dorothy

Pi Day is celebrated on March 14th (3/14) around the world. Pi (Greek letter “nt”) is the symbol used in
mathematics to represent a constant. It is the ratio of the circumference of a circle to its diameter which is
approximately 3.14159. Pi Day is an annual opportunity for students to recite the infinite digits of Pi, talk to
their friends about maths, complete activities in relation to Pi and to eat pie.

6. Entrepreneurship Day

Entrepreneurship day is one of our favorite projects of the year because we get a front row seat to amazing
creativity from young entrepreneurs.

Years 10, 11 and 12 learners at PSISD will show off all they have learned about starting a business at
Entrepreneurship Day, the school’s annual open market event in January

Entrepreneur Day is a key part of our Business studies and Economics financial literacy program and
motivates students long after the day concludes.

7. Sports day

From February 2" we will begin sports week preparations, during this week we will coach our students
techniques and skills for various events linked to the School Olympic Programme. Week commencing 9"
February will be our sports week. During this week the students will be in competition internally;
participating in an Olympic styled week of sports — these two weeks will be carefully structured to ensure
social distancing protocols and measures are in line with the Qatar government guidelines.

We expect to resume school on Sunday 3rd January 2021.

I wish you all a happy and restful winter break.

Janet Akar
Head of Secondary
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Mock Interviews

On November 26", our Seniors Students were given the opportunity to experience mock interviews. A
mock interview is a great way for the students to practice professional meetings. It is an effective way for
them to develop their interview and communication skills, whilst reflecting on their choices and
understanding their own progress. The intent was to familiarize the students with questions, answers and
strategies that can help them enhance their abilities in order to follow their path towards success.

With the support of the Secondary Team, all students were assigned to different teachers according to the
major they are interested in. They were given a few tips and hints on what the expectations were from the
interviewers: punctuality, attire and confidence. The interviewers had an evaluation sheet where they
wrote comments and gave feedback after each interview.

Although the students were unsure of what to expect during the interview, they all appreciated the
experience. They were given a sense of authenticity and awareness in order to enhance their self-
confidence and knowledge of the world of work.
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Pink Day

On Pink Day, we celebrated by encouraging the students to come to school in non-uniform and wearing
pink. During form time, a PowerPoint was shared with each year group, where relative information
regarding Breast Cancer Awareness was presented. Also, the week preceding Pink Day, the students
prepared posters and drawings where they showed their support towards Breast Cancer. Their amazing
artwork was collected and a Pink Day Wall was created on the Secondary Floor. Our Year 11 and 12
students worked hard on decorating the wall. The result was beautiful. They used this wall as a
background and they took many pictures in groups.

At the end of the day, our students had a better understanding of Breast Cancer and what it is about. They
also understood the importance of caring for others Their work of art showed how much passion and
empathy they are capable of sharing with the rest of the world.
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Science Department

Our brilliant students in year 10 enjoyed investigating the electrolysis of Copper (1) Sulphate where copper
was produced with its amazing brown colour.

Many other experiments were taking place with other year groups and can’t wait to do more in term 2
with our 100% school attendance.
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